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Dear Sponsors and Exhibitors,

Herewith we cordially invite you to join us for the  2nd International Conference on 
Noncovalent Interaction (ICNI - Strasbourg) to be held physically (in personna) in Strasbourg, 
France, on the central campus (Esplanade) of the University of Strasbourg, from Monday 18th to 
Friday 22nd July 2021. The conference was initially planned for July 18th-23rd 2021, but had to be 
deferred due to the stenuous world sanitary situation related to the CoViD-19 outburst.

http://icni2021.unistra.fr

The ICNI is a biannual meeting where up to 400 specialists of Noncovalent Interactions from all 
over the world will meet. This conference will host specialists from all the fileds involving 
Noncovalent Interactions, fields as various as Supramolecular Chemistry, Catalysis, Chemical 
Physics, Material Science, Biochemistry or Nanotechnologies.

The conference consists of a great offer of plenary and keynote lectures by speakers with 
international esteem during plenary and parallel sessions with enough time allotted for 
discussions. Participants are also invited to present their data in oral or poster presentations, 
based on the content of their abstracts. Besides the scientific communications and an attractive 
social program, an exhibition will be staged along the conference with the contribution and 
participation of sponsors and exhibitors, which should become a key attraction for all the 
delegates, giving access to up-to-date informations and promoting direct contacts among 
participants and company representatives.

We believe that ICNI - Strasbourg can be a relevant showcase for your company, and we are glad 
to offer  many options for sponsorship to suit your interest and budget for this kind of event. The 
Organizing Commitee offers numerous alternatives for you to promote your business and can 
work with you to create a tailor-made package to suit your company needs.

Please, do not hesitate to contact us for further informations.

On behalf of the local organizing comittee,  we welcome you,

Jean-Pierre Djukic, djukic@unistra.fr
Chairman of the ICNI - Strasbourg

http://icni2021.unistra.fr/
mailto:djukic@unistra.fr


GENERAL INFORMATION
Local Organizing commitee

Chairman: Dr Jean-Pierre Djukic

Honorary chairman: Pr Jean-Marie Lehn Dr Pierre Braunstein
Pr Georges Wipff Pr Gero Decher

Secretaries: Dr Christophe Deraedt Dr Yann Cornaton

Member: Dr Alain Chaumont Pr Dominique Armspach
Dr Emilie Moulin Pr Sylvie Ferlay
Pr Nicolas Giuseponne Dr Marco Cecchini
Dr Mihail Stadler Pr Rachel Schurhammer
Dr Stéphane Baudron Dr Victor Mamane
Pr Vincent Robert Dr Michel Pfeffer

International advisory board:

Pr E. Arunan Pr D. Braga Pr A. Callero
Pr J.-F. Carpentier Dr S.L. Cockroft Pr D.C. Crans
Pr M.T. Duarte Pr C. Eserhuysen Stellenbosch Pr A. Frontera
Pr P.A. Gale Pr M.K. Gilson Pr F. Grepioni
Pr M.F.C. Guedes da Silva Pr A. Harada Pr M. Haukka
Pr P. Hobza Pr F. Huang Pr W.J. Jin
Pr S. Kitagawa Dr M.N. Kopylovich Pr Y. Liu
Pr J. Lundell Pr A.M. Maharramov Dr K.T. Mahmudov
Pr S. Matile Pr P. Metrangolo Pr M.E.G. Mosquera
Pr D.G. Musaev Dr D. Nachtigallova Pr S. Scheiner
Pr H.-J. Schneider Pr E.S. Shubina Pr A. Stone
Pr E.R.T. Tiekink Pr F.D. Toste Pr L. Wang
Pr A.S. Weller Pr S.E. Wheeler Pr S.D. Zarić

www.icni2021.unistra.fr

http://www.icni2021.unistra.fr/


THE INTERNATION CONFERENCE 
ON NONCOVALENT INTERACTIONS

Noncovalent interactions are ubiquitous in Nature and contribute to the cohesion of chemical systems.  
If their existence was long suspected they were firstly taken into consideration by van der Waals in 1873, 
helping to revise the equation of state for real gases. In comparison to covalent bonds, intra- and 
intermolecular noncovalent interactions are in general locally weak and exhibit much lower energy and 
directionality, as reflected by the term ''noncovalent''. Nevertheless, in many cases these interactions can 
collectively play a dominant role in synthesis, catalysis and design of materials.  In the first half of the 
20th century, these properties have already fueled passionate debates on their origin and nature particularly 
with the emergence of quantum chemistry with the works of Schrödinger and London. The chemistry of 
this century is expected to be largely driven by noncovalent interactions and it is timely to establish a 
general/regular series of Interanational Conferences on Noncovalent Interactions (ICNI).

The first edition of the International 
Conference on Noncovalent Interaction was 
held in Lisbon, Portugal, on 2-6 September 
2019. First ICNI has been attended by more 
than 250 participants, representing 36 
different countries, from all fileds of science 
involving noncovalent interactions. This 
edition has also seen the establishment of a 
new scientific prize for major works in the 
field of noncovalent interactions, the van der 
Waals prize.

The second edition of the ICNI will be held in 
Strasbourg, France, on 18th-22nd July 2022. An 
increasing attendance is expected for this edition 
with up to 400 expected participants. 
Scientific fields as multifarious as synhtesis, 
catalysis, crystal engineering, medicinal 
chemistry, biochemistry , materials science, 
polymer science and theoretical chemistry, 
among others, will once again be covered. The 
van der Waals prizes 2020 and 2021 will be 
awarded during this edition.

The third edition of the ICNI is already scheduled to be held in Moscow, Russian Federation, in 2023.
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TOPICS

Supramolecular 
Chemistry Materials Science

Chemical Synthesis Theoretical Chemistry

Physical Chemistry Biochemistry

Nanotechnologies Catalysis

Spectroscopy Polymer Chemistry

Crystal Engineering Molecular Recognition

Green Chemistry Medicinal Chemistry



ABOUT STRASBOURG
Strasbourg is a unique city, to such an extend that it has been recognized as one of the finest cities on the 
‘’old continent''. It belongs to the tightly closed circle of those rare cities, which, once visited, leave a 
lasting impression that time cannot remove.

The city has an outstandingly rich heritage. 
The city’s historical centre, the Grande-Île, 
is of such cultural value that it has figured 
since 1988 on UNESCO’s World Heritage 
List. In 2017, Neustadt – the German 
district, built by 1870 – joins the Grande-
Île.

Throughout the centuries from the Middle Ages up to today, Strasbourg has forged its distinctive 
character, based on its two major influence – French and German. It has a unique, surprisingly diversified 
face.

Strasbourg, well known as centre of humanism, has a long history of excellence in higher-education, at 
the crossroads of French and German intellectual traditions. With 19 Nobel prizes in total, the University 
of Strasbourg (over 52000 students and 3300 researchers) is the most eminent French university outside of 
Paris.

Chemistry in Strasbourg has long been one of the major research centres of France. It is now located in 
three different campus. The laboratories that are being located at the esplanade area (i. e. where ICNI 
2021 will take place) concentrate their research mainly on molecular and supramolecular chemistry.
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TRAVEL INFORMATION
Located at the heart of Europe, on the French-German border, Strasbourg is very easy to reach by car, 
train or airplane. The connection with major European cities is very good. Several international airports 
offer direct connections to Strasbourg by shuttle or by train.

By airplane:

• Strasbourg-Entzheim International Airport:
 15 min away by car
 9 min away by train

• EuroAirport Basel-Mulhouse-Freiburg:
 1h15 away by car
 1h20 away by train
 1h30 away with the Strasbourg shuttle

• Baden Airpark:
 45 min away by car
 1h10 away with the Ryanair shuttle
 1h away with the Strasbourg shuttle

• Frankfurt International Airport:
 2h away by car
 2h45 away with Lufthansa shuttle

• Paris Charles de Gaulle Airport:
 2h25 away by train (TGV)

By train:

• Strasbourg Station (Gare de Strasbourg): 
 15 min away from the University by tram

By car:

• Motorway access by Autoroute A35 from Paris or Lyon
• Motorway access by Autoroute A4 from Paris
• Motorway access by Autobahn 5 from Frankfurt a. M. or Basel
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CONFERENCE VENUE
The conference will be held on the central campus (Esplanade) of the University of Strasbourg, in the 
Patio building.
Address : Le Patio

rue René Descartes
F-67 000 STRASBOURG

 Strasbourg’s central campus (Esplanade)
Only 15 minutes walking from the heart 
of Strasbourg’s old town, the Esplanade 
campus is the main and largest campus 
of the University of Strasbourg. Located 
close to the historical campus and the 
University palace (where the gala dinner 
will be held), the central campus is 
home of three of the Chemistry research 
units of the University, among other 
research units in many different fields of 
science (biology, geology, physics,...).
Easily accessible, the campus is served by three different tramway lines, one of which comming directly 
from the train station (15 minutes ride).

 The Patio
One of the most iconic buildings on the 
central campus, the Patio has recently 
been fully renovated. It houses the 
Cavaillès amphitheater, a 600 sitting-
places lecture hall where the plenary 
sessions of the conference will take 
place. Lectures from parallel sessions 
will be held in smaller 250 sitting-
places lecture halls of the same 
building.

Coffee breaks, poster sessions, as well as the welcome coktail and the farewell buffet, will be hosted next 
to Cavaillès amphitheatre, in the main hall of the Patio.
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CONFERENCE PROGRAM
Spanning over five days, the scientific program of the conference will be divided into different plenary and 
parallel sessions, interspersed with different coffee breaks and social events.
The conference will open with an Honorary Pleanry Lecture by Nobel Prize of Chemistry 1987, Jean-
Marie Lehn (University of Strasbourg). Highlights of the conference will be 2 Cross-cutting Special 
Plenary Lectures by Pr Vivian Wing-Wah Yam (University of Hong-Hong) and Pr Angela Casini 
(Technical University of Munich), and  2 Extended Plenary Lectures by Van der Waals prize laureates. 
14 Plenary Lectures will also animate the scientific program, alongside 18 Keynote Lectures, 33 
Invited Lectures and 36 Oral Communications. These more than one hundred speakers will cover the 
whole spectrum of modern research about Noncovalent Interactions. 2 poster sessions will also be 
organized, before which the opportunity will be offerd to PhD students to advertize their research in 36 
Flash Presentations. A satellite IUPAC Workshop on Noncovalent Interactions will also be hosted after 
the ICNI on Friday 22nd July afternoon.
Wednesday 20th July afternoon will be left free of communications and dedicated to social activities, 
before the traditional conference dinner in the evening. Different activities will be offered to the 
participants to discover the city of Strasbourg and its richnesses.

The list of Plenary and Keynote Lectures speakers is available on our website: icni2021.unistra.fr 
9
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SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Sponsors can be an active part of the organization, creating tailor-made messages to strike the target. We 
have studied several tools in order to offer different marketing activites, to communicate and promote 
our conference in close relation with our sponsors requierments.

Your implication in our conference can take several different forms by sponsorizing a session, an event, a 
prize or a scholarship or by any advertisement activity during the course of the conference.

Every sponsor will be provided with the following services:
 Your company name and logo will be displayed on the conference website, with a link to your 

company website.
 Your company name and logo will be displayed in the scientific program (paper version and 

electronic version).
 Your company promotional gifts (lanyards, pens, notepads,...), flyers or leaflets (to be provided) can be 

included in the conference welcome bags to be handed to all participants upon arrival.
 Your company will be advertised and acknowledged during the conference.

If you wish to sponsor the ICNI – Strasbourg, please fill in the joint "Sponsorship and exhibit form" and 
follow the instructions on page 3 of the "Sponsorship and exhibition form".

Should you require any further information or discussions, we are available to answer your questions.

For any sponsor inquiry, or to offer us your sponsorship, please do not hesitate to contact us: 

Michel Pfeffer, pfeffer@unistra.fr, and Yann Cornaton, cornaton@unistra.fr
Sponsorship managers of the ICNI 2021-2022
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SPONSORED SESSIONS/EVENTS
Spanning over five days, the scientific program of the conference will be divided into different plenary and 
parallel sessions, interspersed with different coffee breaks and social events. You can chose to either 
sponsor these events on an exclusive basis or, if this option has not been chosen it may be shared between 
different sponsors (for a lower price).
We offer the oppotyunity to sponsor the different sessions and lectures that will be delivered during the 
conference.
 Opening Honorary Lecture, by Nobel Prize of Chemistry 1987, Pr Jean-Marie Lehn (University of 

Strasbourg),
 2 Cross-cutting Special Plenary Lectures, one by Pr Vivian Wing-Wah Yam (University of Hong-

Kong) and another by Pr Angela Casini (Technical University of Munich), -you may chose to sponsor 
one or both lectures-

 2 Extended Van der Waals Prize Plenary Lectures, by the 2020 and 2021 laureates of the prize, -
you may chose to sponsor only one lecture or the whole session (cf. next page)-

 14 Plenary Lectures, -you may chose to sponsor one lecture or a whole session (2 consecutive 
lectures)-

 21 Parallel Sessions, comprising Keynote Lectures, Invited Lectures and Oral Communications.
We also offer the opportunity to sponsor the different social events that will bring all participants together 
outside of the scientific program.
 Poster sessions, 2 of them to be helds on Tuesday 19th and Thursday 21st July evening. These sessions 

will be accompanied by local snack food (bretzels, knacks,…) and bier. -you may chose to sponsor one 
or both of them-

 Coffee breaks, 8 of them during the whole conference -you may chose to sponsor them one by one or 
several at a time-

 Welcome cocktail, to be held in the Patio on the first evenig of the conference (Monday 18th July),
 Social buffet, to be held in the Patio before the departure to social activities on Wednesday 20 th July,
 Farewell buffet, to be held in the Patio on Friday 22nd July noon, after the last session, before the 

beginning of the IUPAC Workshop.
 Gala dinner, to be held in the University Palace, on the Historical Campus of the Unviersity of 

Strasbourg on Wednesday 20th July,
 Social afternoon activities, four activities will be offered to the participants on Wednesday 20 th July 

in the afternoon: guided tour of Strasbourg, visit of the cathedral, riverboat ride on the canals or visit 
of the cellar of the civilian hospices, -you may chose to sponsor either one of these activities or all of 
them-

The compagny name and logo of the sponsor of any of these events will be advertised and acknowledged 
at the begining of the event and visuals of the sponsor (to be provided) will be displayed during the event 
according to procedures that will be defined together by the sponsor and the organizing comitee. 11



AWARDS

Van der Waals prize
On the occasion of the first International Conference on Noncovalent Interactions (ICNI 2019), held in Lisbon, 
the International Advisory Board has formally agreed on a proposal, from the Chairs of the Conference, for the 
establishment of a prize, named van der Waals prize, to distinguish scientists of high scientific merit who have 
contributed in an outstanding way to the development of the field of noncovalent interactions in science. It 
was further agreed that this prize should distinguish a young (younger than 45) and a senior (older than 45) 
scientists in alternating years, young scientists on even years and senior on odd years.
Both 2020 and 2021 van der Waals prizes will be presented to the laureates (the young and the senior ones) 
during ICNI 2021-2022. To this occasion, the 2021-2022 organizing committee would like to offer the awardees 
a sponsored donation (V.A.T. free) in addition to the prize diploma. We are therefor looking for a sponsor to 
provide this donation for both laureates and to sponsor the van der Waals plenary session. This session will be 
held on the third day of the ICNI 2021-2022, Wednesday 20th July) and will consist in a 15 minutes introduction 
ceremony followed by a 45 minutes plenary lecture by each of the two laureates (2h session questions included). 
If you wish to sponsor this session in addition to covering for the prize, the visual of your company (to be 
provided) will be displayed on the conference stage during the whole session and your logo will appear on all 
documents related to the van der Waals prize.
The sponsoring of the prize alone should  consist in two donations  of 1 000 € each (V.A.T. free) to be given to 
the laureates. You may additionnally include anything else in kind (e.g. scientific book related to the 
noncovalent interactions field, subscription to a scientific journal, voucher for open-access publication,…) as 
reward to the prize, if you wish so. Additional sponsorizing fees should be covered if you also wish to sponsor 
the session (fees can be debated if you cover the prize together with sponsoring the session).

Poster prize
During the first edition of the ICNI, five poster prizes have been awarded to young scientists (PhD students or 
post-doctoral fellows). The 2021-2022 organizing comitee would like to pursue the tradition of poster prizes 
for young researchers. We are therefor looking for sponsors to provide donations as reward for the different 
poster prizes.
The sponsoring should consist in a 100 € donation (V.A.T. free) to be given to the laureate plus sponsoring fees 
of 400 € + V.A.T. for the conference organizer per prize. You may also include anything else in kind (e.g. 
scientific book related to the noncovalent interactions field, subscription to a scientific journal, voucher for 
open-access publication,…) as reward to the prize in addition to the donation or as a replacement, if you wish 
so.
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SCHOLARSHIPS FOR STUDENTS
The development of science and especially of emerging fields as noncovalent interactions relies on the 
implication of young and future researchers. Also conferences are the place where new scientific 
relations can be made and where PhD students might make interesting contacts to prepare their future 
career. Some research groups might not benefit from enough fundings to send their PhD students to large 
international conferences such as the International Conference on Noncovalent Interactions, thus 
narrowing the spectrum of opportunities presented to them.

In this context, the ICNI - Strasbourg organizing commitee would like to support the participation of 
several PhD students by providing a financial help for them to attend the conference. As registration fees 
for a student in early registration is fixed to 450 €, we would like to implement a scholarship system by 
which the recipient will benefit from a donation that would cover these registration fees.

The scholarship awarding conditions are still to be defined, but we do believe that these donations should 
be ideally directed toward students working in universities of economically disfavoured countries. 
However, the conditions of attribution of those fellowships might be discussed with the sponsor interested 
by such donations. 

The price of each scholarship will be no more than the coverage of registration fees, i.e. 450 € (V.A.T 
free), per PhD student. 
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ADVERTISEMENT OPPORTUNITIES
We offer different advertising opportunities for your company. You may chose one or several of the 
options presented below:

 Advertising page in the scientific program:
The scientific program is an important reference point during the conference, a dedicated page in it 
ensures visibility for your advertisement. The price of the page depends on its position in the program: 
internal page, inside cover (2nd or 3rd) or back cover. 

 Signage:
Signage for the conference will be placed all over the campus to direct to the conference venue. Having 
your logo on theses signs ensures visibility not only towards participants but also toward  the research staff 
of the different units present on the campus (chemistry, physics, biology, geology,…).

 Exhibition booth space:
An exhibition booth to promote your products grants you direct access to all the participants. We offer the 
possibility to book a booth space at the conference venue. (Includes the registration for a representative of 
your company with access to all lectures, coffe breaks, lunchs and buffets.) 

 Oral presentation:
We also offer the opportunity to present your company’s products and/or services in one of the lecture 
halls as an oral presentation. (Includes the registration for the speaker of your company with access to all 
lectures, coffee breaks, lunchs and buffets.) Two formats are proposed, at different price: 

 Parallel session: 15 minutes presentation in one of the parallel sessions,
 Satellite session: 30 minutes presentation at the same time than one of the poster sessions. 

  Electronic advertisement on USB stick:
An electronic version of the scientific program on a USB stick will be handed to each participant in the 
conference welcome bag. Your electronic documentation can be added on this stick, this way more 
information about your products/services can be given to the participants.

 Bag inserts:
Your company’s promotional gifts (lanyards, pens, notepads,...), flyers or leaflets (to be provided) can be 
included in the conference welcome bags to be handed to all participants at arrival.

 Customization of the conference welcome bag or USB key:
The conference welcome bag can be customized with your company logo alongside the conference one, 
either exclusive or shared with other companies. The USB stick can also be customized as well either 
exclusively with your logo or together with the conference one.
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PRICE LIST
Sponsored session

• Opening honorary lecture (by J.-M. Lehn): 4 000 € (excl. Taxes)     4 800 € (incl. taxes)
• Cross-cutting special plenary lecture: 

● One lecture:     2 000 € (excl. taxes)     2 400 € (incl. taxes)
● Both lectures:     3 500 € (excl. taxes)     4 200 € (incl. taxes)

• Van der Waals prize session: 3 500 € (excl. taxes)     4 200 € (incl. taxes)
• Plenary lectures:

● One lecture:     1 500 € (excl. taxes)     1 800 € (incl. taxes)
● Two lectures session:         2 500 € (excl. taxes)     3 000 € (incl. taxes)
● Three lectures session:      3 500 € (excl. taxes)     4 200 € (incl. taxes)

• Parallel session: 1 500 € (excl. taxes)     1 800 € (incl. taxes) 
• Poster session:

● One session:     1 000 € (excl. taxes)     1 200 € (incl. taxes)
● Both sessions:         1 800 € (excl. taxes)     2 160 € (incl. taxes)

Sponsored events
• One coffee break: 1 000 € (excl. taxes)     1 200 € (incl. Taxes)
• Two coffee breaks in a day: 1 800 € (excl. taxes)     2 160 € (incl. taxes)
• Welcome cocktail: 1 300 € (excl. taxes)     1 560 € (incl. Taxes)
• Social buffet: 1 300 € (excl. taxes)     1 560 € (incl. taxes)
• Farewell buffet: 1 300 € (excl. taxes)     1 560 € (incl. taxes)
• Gala dinner: 1 500 € (excl. taxes)     1 800 € (incl. taxes)
• Social afternoon activity (per activity): 1 500 € (excl. taxes)     1 800 € (incl. taxes)

Sponsored prizes
• Van der Waals prizes: 2 000 € (1 000€ per prize) tax free donation
• One poster prize (price per prize): 400 € (excl. taxes)        480 € (incl. Taxes)

+ 100 € tax free donation per prize

Sponsored scholarships
• PhD student sholarship: 450 € (tax free) per student
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PRICE LIST

Advertisement
Advertizing page in the scientific program:

 Inside page: 2 000 € (excl. Taxes)    2 400 € (incl. taxes)
 Inside cover (2nd or 3rd): 2 500 € (excl. Taxes)    3 000 € (incl. taxes)
 Back cover: 3 000 € (excl. taxes)     3 600 € (incl. taxes)

• Signage:
 Exclusive: 3 000 € (excl. Taxes)     3 600 € (incl. taxes)
 Shared: 1 500 € (excl. Taxes)     1 800 € (incl. taxes)

• Booth space:  5 000 € (excl. Taxes)     6 000 € (incl. taxes)
• Oral presentation:

 In a parallel session: 5 000 € (excl. taxes)     6 000 € (incl. taxes)
 As a satellite session: 7 000 € (excl. taxes)     8 400 € (incl. taxes)

• Conference bag customization*:  
 Exclusive: 3 000 € (excl. taxes)     3 600 € (incl. taxes)
 Shared: 2 000 € (excl. taxes)     2 400 € (incl. taxes)

• USB key customization*:  
 Exclusive: 3 000 € (excl. taxes)     3 600 € (incl. taxes)
 Shared with ICNI logo: 2 000 € (excl. taxes)     2 400 € (incl. taxes)

• Bag inserts only†:  500 € (excl. taxes)        600 € (incl. taxes)
• Electronic advertisement on USB key:  2 500 € (excl. Taxes)    3 000 € (incl. taxes)

*production cost not included
†to be provided
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We hope to see you at 
ICNI - Strasbourg
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